
  
Howard Middle School named a Nationally Certified Magnet School 
  
Aug. 6, 2018 - Howard Middle School, which is home to the Academy of Arts, has been 
named a nationally certified magnet school by Magnet Schools of America (MSA). 
Howard is the first school in Orange County Public Schools (OCPS) and among 21 
nationwide to earn this distinction.  
  

“I am thrilled that our team has 
earned this designation,” 
said Kimberly Beckler, principal at 
Howard Academy of Arts. “This is 
truly a testament to the commitment 
of our faculty and staff, and the 
support from our community to help 
OCPS students receive the highest 
quality education.” 
  
The Howard Academy of Arts 
provides a rigorous, arts-integrated 
curriculum with a range of fine arts 
electives. With a focus in the visual 
and performing arts, courses 

include musical theatre, acting, dance, stage design, stage production, chorus, band 
and more. 
  
To become nationally certified, Howard Middle submitted a detailed application and 
participated in a rigorous nine-month evaluation conducted by the National Institute for 
Magnet School Leadership. The application process required the school to submit 
evidence demonstrating how it meets each of the multiple indicators within the 
Standards of Excellence: 

• Diversity	
• Innovative curriculum and professional development	
• Academic excellence	
• High-quality instructional systems	
• Family and community partnerships	



  
Howard Middle will be recognized during a ceremony held at Magnet Schools of 
America’s 37th National Conference in Baltimore, Maryland on April 10-13, 2019. To 
learn more about the Magnet Schools of America Standards of Excellence Certification 
program, please visit http://www.magnetschools.info/certification/national-certification 
  
For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458 
or pio@ocps.net. 
  

### 
  
  
OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement 
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its programs and 
activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 
445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX 
Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 


